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For ‘‘ The Friend.’’ 
RETROSPECTIVE REVIEW. 

The Life and Studies of Benjamin West, 
Esq., President 
London, prior to his arrival in England. 
Compiled from materials furnished by him- 
self, by John Galt. London. Philadel- 
phia, reprinted 1815. 

The above may be considered, almost with- 
out a figure of speech, as the commencement 
of a series of fictitious tales, with which the 
ingenious author has been amusing the public 
for the last sixteen years. In the present in- 
stance, he has probably been himself innocent 
of that intention, and related the tale in good 
faith as it was told to him. The extreme im- 
probability of the narrative here given of some 
of the principal events of the early life of our 
celebrated painter, induced the writer of this 
notice, soon after its publication, to investi- 
gate its claims to authenticity. 


the daily journals, and was long since for- 
gotten by him, until revived by seeing the 
game erroneous narrative copied into several 
recent notices of Benjamin West, particularly 
that contained in Allan Cunningham’s Lives 


of Celebrated Painters, which forms part of 


the series of Harper’s Family Library, and 
that in the American edition of the Edinburgh 
Encyclopedia. As the story told by ,Galt 


places some members of the Society of|in slavery. 
Friends in a ludicrous point of view, and/long inactive in a character framed like that 


is altogether at variance with ascertained 
facts, | am desirous of inserting in the co- 
lumns of “The Friend,” a short refutation 
and correction of the error into which indis- 
tinct recollections, tinged by the vanity of old 
age, have evidently led Benjamin West. 

The brilliant career of this celebrated man 
was well calculated to create such an illusion. 
Elevated by the force of genius and industry 
from the condition of a peasant to be the com- 
panion of kings, it is no wonder that in sur- 
veying the earlier stage of his advancement, 
a halo should rest upon it, and invest his cha- 
racter with a sort of heroic and marvellous 
lustre. What could be more soothing to the 
complacency of an old man, the friend and 
favourite of his monarch, than the contrast 


between the saloons of London, and the log| Finally, about the year 1753, the same ques- 









of the Royab Academy of|, 








The result of 
that examination was published in one of 


cabin or homely farm house of a remote and 
almost wilderness colony ! . 

We must also be allowed to plead another 
circumstance in extenuation of the gross inac- 
curacies of these reminiscences. West left 
his native home at an early age, and passed 
his life amidst senes calulated to efface his 
memory of the events of his youth, or to co- 
lour them with the hues of a self-idolising 
imagination. 

The first passage which I wish to point out 
is the following. 

“When the West family emigrated, John, 
he father of Benjamin, was left to complete 
his education at the great school of the Qua- 
kers at Uxbridge, and did not join his rela- 
tions in America till the year 1714. Soon 
after his arrival he married the mother of the 
artist ; and of the worth ard piety of his cha- 
racter we have a remarkable proof in the fol- 
lowing transactions, which, perhaps, reflect 
more real glory on his family, than the 
achievements of all his heroic ancestors. 

* As a part of the marriage portion of Mrs. 
West, he received a negro slave, whose dili- 
gence and fidelity very soon obtained his full 
confidence. Being engaged in trade, he had oc- 
casion to make a voyage to the West Indies, and 
left this young black to superintend the planta- 
tion in bis absence. During his residence in 
Barbadoes, his feelings were greatly molested, 
and his principles shocked, by the cruelties to 
which he saw the negroes subjected in that 
island ; and the debasing effects were forcibly 
contrasted in his mind, with the morals and 
intelligence of his own slave. Conversing on 
this subject with Doctor Gammon, who was 
then at the head of the community of Friends 
in Barbadoes, the doctor convinced him that 
it was contrary to the laws of God and nature 
that any man should retain his fellow creatures 
This conviction could not rest 








































tion was agitated in the annual general assem- 
bly at Philadelphia, when it was ultimately es- 
tablished as one of the tenets of the Quakers, 
that no person could remain a member of 
their community who held a human creature 
in slavery. This transaction is perhaps the 
first example in the history of communities, of 
a great public sacrifice of individual interest, 
not originating from considerations of policy 
or the exigencies of public danger, but purely 
from moral and religious principles.” 

Now, whatever credit may be due to John 
West on account of his sentiments and prac- 
tice in regard to'slavery, it is altogether cer- 
tain that the merit ascribed to him by his son, 
of being the originator of the abolition of sla- 
very in this state, is without foundation. This 
subject of the rise and progress of the Pennsyl- 
vania abolition, is fully discussed in a memoir by 
a lamented and amiable Friend, now no more, 
which is published in the transactions of the 
Pennsylvania Historical Society. 

Not to speak of the memorial of the Ger- 
man Friends, in 1688, to the yearly meeting 
held at Burlington, there was a series of acts 
by the yearly meeting from 169€ to 1711, all 
previous to the arrival of John West in Ame- 
rica, which shows that the attention of the So- 
ciety was steadily turned to this subject, and 
that it had already lifted up its voice againat 
slavery.* All who know any thing of the 
structure of our society, will require no further 
evidence than this, of the probability that 
these advices of the meeting were preceded 
and followed by frequent manumissions. 

West appears to have entertained the idea 
that he was designed by Providence for some 
great achievement, and that his birth and 
childhood were marked by occurrences little 
less than miraculous. 

Of the former the following account is 
given. 

“In the autumn of 1738, Edmund Peck- 
over, a celebrated orator among the Quakers, 
came to the neighbourhood of Springfield, 
and on the 28th of September, preached in a 
meeting house erected by the father of Mrs. 
West, at the distance of about a mile and a 
half from his residence. Peckover possessed 
the most essential qualities of an impressive 
speaker, and on this occasion the subject of 
his address was of extraordinary interest to 
his auditors. He reviewed the rise and pro- 
gress of society in America, and with an en- 
thusiastic eloquence which partook of the sub- 
limity and vehemence of the prophetic spirit, 
he predicted the future gre.tness of the coun- 
try. He described the condition of the Euro- 


of Mr. West. On his return to America, he 
gave the negro his freedom, and retained him 
as a hired servant. 

‘ Not satisfied with doing good himself, he 
endeavoured to make others follow his exam- 
ple, and in a short time his arguments had 
such an effect on his neighbours, that it was 
agreed to discuss publicly the general question 
of slavery. This was done accordingly ; and, 
after debating it at many meetings, it was re- 
solved by a considerable majority, that it was 
the duty of Christians to give freedom to their 
slaves. The result of this discussion was 
soon afterwards followed by a similar propo- 
sal to the head meeting of the Quakers in the 
township of Goshen, in Chester county ; and 
the cause of humanity was again victorious. 





* See “ Notices of Negro Slavery, as connected with 
Pennsylvania, by Edward Bettle.”—Memoirs of the 
Hist. Soc, Penn., Vol. I. p. 2. 
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aa 
pean nations, decrepid in their institutions,| visit America till the year 1743—/five years|1I may be at liberty in a day or two, to see 
and corrupt in their morality, and contrasted |after this pretended propheey. He was a po-|thes, I am very well, and have no trouble 
them with the young and flourishing establish-|pular and fervid preacher ; but the question| upon my spirit besides my absence from thee, 
ments of the new world. He held up to their | whether he was likely to have made the fool-| especially at this juncture; but otherwise I 
abhorrence the licentious manners and atheis-|\ish speech about the wonderful boy, need not) can say I was never better; and what they have 
tical principals of the court of France, where | hereafter be discussed. to charge me with is harmless. Well, eter- 
God was disregarded or forgotten; and, ele- (To be continued.) nity, which is at the door, (for he that shall 
vated by the importance of his subject, he de- EPP re Friena. | COME will come, and will not tarry.) that 
scribed the Almighty as mustering his wrath or ne Sieve |\shall make amends for all. The Lord God 
to descend on the nation, and disperse it as RELICS OF THE WORTHIES. everlasting consolate and support thee, by his 
chaff in a whirlwind. He called on them to{ Through the kindness of my friend J. F. F.| holy power and presence, to his eternal rest 
look towards their home of England, and to| Who, during a recent sojourn in England, ob-| and glory. Amen. 

see with what eager devotion the inhabitants | tained «from the archives of the Penn family Thy faithful and obedient son, 

of that illustrious country worshipped the |several curious relics relating to our early Wii Penn. 
golden image of commerce, and laid the tri-| history, and some of the eminent persons of} My duty to my mother. 

bute of all their thoughts on its altars ; believ- the Society of Friends, I am enabled to en-| For my dear father, Sir William Penn. 

ing that with the power of the idol alone, they |tich the columns of this journal. Among = 

should be able to encounter all calamities. |these interesting remains, are letters of Fox, 

** The day and the hour are, however, hasten- Penn, and Barclay, in their own manuscript, 
ing on, when the image shall be shaken from|#24 unpublished. As leisure may be afford- 
its pedestal by the tempest of Jehovah's 4e- ed to transcribe the originals, it is my pur- 
scending vengeance, its altars shall be over-|P08¢ from time to time to furnish them, and 
turned, and the worshippers terribly convinc-|Commence with the following epistle from 
ed that without the favour of Almighty God|Wm- Penn to his father, being then in the 
there is no wisdom in man!” But,” continued twenty-sixth year of his age, and under his 
this impassioned orator, “ from the wots and | “st arrest. 

the crimes of Europe let us turn aside our 
eyes; let us turn from the worshippers of 
commerce, clinging round their idols of gold 
and silver, and, amidst the wrath, the storm, 
and the thunder, endeavouring to support 
them ; let us not look at the land of blasphe- 
mies; for in the crashing of engines, the 
gushing of blood, and the shrieking of witnesses 
more to be pitied than the victims, the acti- 
vity of God’s purifying displeasure will be 
heard ; while, turning our eyes towards the 
mountains of this new world, the forests shall 
be seen fading, away, cities rising along the 
shores, and the terrified nations of Europe 
flying out of the smoke and burning to find 
refuge here.” 

All the auditors, it is added, were deeply 
affected ; and West’s mother, who was pre- 
sent, was taken ill in the meeting, and carried 
home with difficulty. 

“This occurrence naturally excited much 
attention, and became the subject of general 
conversation. It made a deep impression on 
the mind of Mr. West, who could not divest 
himself of a feeling that it indicated something 
extraordinary in the future fortunes of hic 
child ; and when Peckover, soon afterwards, 
on his leaving that part of the country, paid 
him a farewell visit, he took an opportunity of 
introducing the subject. ‘The warm imagina- 
tion of the preacher eagerly sympathised with 
the feelings of his friend. He took him by 
the hand, and, with emphatic solemnity, said, 
that a child ‘sent into the world under such 
remarkable circumstances, would prove no or- 
dinary man; and he charged him to watch 
over the boy's character with the utmost de- 
gree of paternal solicitude. It will appear in 



















































For “The Friend" 
Piety exemplified in the Lives of Eminent 
Christians. 

A work, with this title, compiled by J. 
Thornton, was published in London, 1825. 
The characters he has selected are of several 
denominations of Christian professors, and 
mostly those who had been in conspicuous 
stations. or : 

- } . As the universality of divine love is a sub- 
en ee Ee ject of very pleasing and consolatory reflec- 

My Dear Farner—This comes by the tion to the true philanthropist, who cannot 
hand of one who can best allay the trouble it| but believe that the just of all generations, 
brings. As true as ever Paul said, that such whose names are written in heaven, are they, 
as live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per-|0f every nation and people, who fear their 
secution, so for no other reason am I at pre-| Creator and work righteousness ; it is thought 
sent a sufferer. Yesterday | was taken by a|some extracts from the above work may be 
band of soldiers, with one Capt. Mead, a|acceptable to the readers of “ The Friend ;’ 
linen draper, and in the evening carried be-| With this view they are offered for insertion, if 
fore the mayor; he proceeded against us ac- approved. The language of the compiler Js 
cording to the ancient law; he told me 1) mainly adhered to in the extracts herewith 
should have my hat pulled off, for all I was|sent, yet, in order to abridge, and connect, a 
Admiral Penn’s son. I told him that I desir-| Word or two is occasionally altered, omitted, 
ed to be in common with others, and sought|or inserted, under a care not to change the 
no refuge from the common usage. He an-| Sense. M.N. 
swered, it had been no matter, if thou hadst 
been commander twenty years ago. I dis- BISHOP HALL. 
coursed with him about the hat; he avoided} Joseph Hall was born in the year 1574, 
it, and because I did not readily answer him} at Bristow Park, in the county of Leicester. 
my name, William, when he asked me in| OF his good mother he speaks in the highest 
order to a mittimus, he bid his clerk write one} terms—* neither Aleth nor Monica,” says he, 
for Bridewell, and there would he see me/‘‘nor any of those pieus matrons anciently 
whipped himself, for all I was Penn’s son,|famous for devotion, need to disdain her ad- 
that starved the seamen. Indeed these|mittance to comparison. I have continued 
words grieved me, as well as that it mani-| through life to bless the memory of those di- 
fested his great weakness and malice to the| vine passages of experimental divinity which 
whole company, that were about one hun-| fell from her mouth.” 
dred people. I told him I could very well} Atan early period devoted to the ministry, 
bear his severe expressions to me con-|after recciving the common elements of edu- 
cerning myself, but was sorry to hear him|cation at Ashly, he was sent to Emanuel Col- 
speak those abuses of my father, that was|lege, Cambridge. 
not present, at which the assembly seemed} ‘The pithy and sententious manner of his 
to murmur. In short, he committed that| writing has given him the appellation of the 
person with me as rioters; and at present we| English Seneca. His thoughts are often ori- 
are at the sign of the Black Dog, in Newgate | ginal, and his piety is warm and devotional. 
market. That the reader may form some idea of his 
DCI 1p And now, dear father, be not displeased nor| style and manner of writing, as well as of his 
the sequel that this singular admonition was|grieved. What if this be designed of the| private and domestic habits, I shall insert the 
not lost on Mr. West.” Lord for an exercise of our patience? I am| following epistle, addressed by him to Lord 

Now this is truly a wonderful story, and if|sure it hath wonderfully laid bare the naked-| Denny. : 
it were but true, would be delightful to many|ness of the mayor. Several Independents| “ Every day is a little life; and our 
a lover of the marvellous. Unfortunately,|were taken from Sir J. Dethicks, and Bap-|whole life is but a day repeated. We can 


however, it is utterly destitute of this essential|tists elsewhere. It is the effect of a present|best teach others by ourselves; let me tell 
quality. The birth of West is fixed in the}commotion in the spirits of some, which the|your lordship how I would pass my days, 
autumn of 1738. Edmund Peckover did not|Lord God will rebuke ; and I doubt not but! whether common or sacred, that you, or who- 








soever overhearing me, may either prove my 
thriftiness, or correct my errors. ‘To whom 
is the account of my hours either more due 
or more known? All days are His, who 
gave time a beginning and a continuance ; yet 
some He hath made ours, not to command, 
but to use. In none may we forget Him ; in 
some we must fo all besides Him. 

“ First, then, [| desire to wake at those 
hours, not when [ will, but when I must; 
pleasure is not a fit rule for rest, but health ; 
neither do I consult so much with the sun, as 


with my own necessity, whether of body, or| past 


in that of the mind. If this vassal could well 
serve me waking, it should never sleep; but 
now it must be pleased, that it may be ser- 
viceable. Now when sleep is rather driven 
away than leaves me, I would ever awake 
with God. My first thoughts are for Him, 
who hath made the night for rest, and the day 
for travel; and as He gives, so He blesses 
both. If my heart be early seasoned with His 
presence, it will savour of Him all the day 
after. 

“ While my body is dressing, not with an 
effeminate curiosity, nor yet with rude ne- 
glect, my mind addresses itself to her ensuing 
task, bethinking what is to be done, and in 
what order, and marshalling, as it may, hours 
with my work. ’ 

*“ That done, after some while meditation, 
I walk up to my masters and companions, my 
books; and sitting down amongst them, with 
the best contentment, I dare not reach forth 
my hand to salute any of them, till i have first 


looked up to heaven, and craved favour of} family, we end the day with God. Thus do 


Him to whom all my studies are duly refer- 
red; without whom [ cannot either profit or 
labour. After this no over great variety, I 
call forth those which may best fit my occa- 
sions ; wherein I am not too scrupulous of 
age ; sometimes I put myself to school to one 
of those ancients whom the church-hath ho- 
noured with the name of Fathers, whose vo- 
lumes I confess not to open without a secret 
reverence of their holiness and gravity; some- 
times to those later doctors, which want no- 
thing but age to make them classical ; always 
to God's book. That day is lost, whereo 
some hours are not improved in those monu- 
ments ;—others I turn over out of choice, 
these out of duty. Ere I can have sat unto 
weariness, my. family, having now overcome 
all household distractions, invites me to our 
common devotions, not without some short 
preparation. These heartily performed, send 
me up with a more strong and cheerful appe- 
tite to my former work, which I find made 
easy to me by intermission and variety. 

«“ Now, therefore, can I deceive the hours 
with change of pleasures, that is, of labours ;— 
one while mine eyes are busied, enother while 
my head; and sometimes my mind takes the 
burden from them both; wherein I would imi- 
tate the skilfulest cooks, who make the best 
dishes with manifold mixtures. One hour is 
spent in textual divinity, another in controver- 
sies; histories relieve them both. Now, 
when the mind is weary of other labours, it 
begins to undertake her own: sometimes it 
meditates and winds up for future use ; some- 
times it lays forth her conceits into present 
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discourse,—sometimes for itself, often for | dent, not only..in relation to their bodily com- 
others. Neither know I whether it works or | forts which she was tenderly careful to pro- 
plays in these thoughts; I am sure no sport| mote, but in her endeavours to imbue their 
hath more pleasure, no work more use ; only|minds with correct prinziples, and instruct 
the decay of a weak body makes me think) them in the way of life and salvation: and 
these delights insensibly laborious. ‘Thus|although from her modest and retiring dis- 
could I all day, as ringers use, make myself) position, her exercises were much concealed, 
music with changes ; and complain sooner of|yet the patience, gentleness, and discretion 
the day for shortness, than of the business for | manifested in her general conduct, even un- 
toil ; were it not that this faint monitor inter-|der the greatest triais, evinced that she had 
rupts me, still in the midst of my busy plea-|been instructed in the school of Christ. 
sures, and enforces me both to respite and re-| She became a member of the Society of 
I must yield to both while my body | Friends, a few years after her marriage, and 
and mind are joined together in these unequal | by the simplicity of her appearance, and her 
couples ; the better must follow the weaker. | consistent walking, gave evidence of the sin- 

“ Before my meals, therefore, and afier, I|cerity of her profession: and so grounded 
let myself loose from all thoughts, and now/|was she in its doctrines, that when the late 
would forget that ever I studied. A full mind |separation took place, she continued “ stead- 
takes away the body’s appetite, no less than a|fast in the faith,’’ and was the only member 
full body makes a dull and unwieldy mind.|of a pretty large meeting who remained with 
Company, discourse, recreations, are now | Friends. 
seasonable and welcome. She was diligent in the attendance of re- 

“ After my evening meal, my thoughts are|ligious meetings, and was of a remarkably 
slight; only my memory must be charged|solid deportment therein ; and her concern 
with the task of what was committed to her|for the performance of this duty was exem- 
custody in the day; and my heart is busy in| plified to the last, as she attended meeting, 
examining my hands, and mouth, and all|though under considerable bodily infirmity, 
other senses, of that day’s behaviour. And/the week preceding her death. Her last ill- 
now the evening is come, no tradesman doth|ness was short, and its mortal termination not 
more carefully take in his wares, clear his|apprehended until the 12th inst. when to her- 
shopboard, and shut his windows, than 1|self and those around she seemed to be pass- 
would shut up my thoughts, and clear my|ing away: the prospect of death however had 
mind. That student shall live miserably,|no terrors to her, she observing with much 
who, like a camel, lies down under his bur-|composure that it was probably the right 
den. All this done, calling together my|time, and she saw nothing in her way: and 
that she had a remarkable view that morning 
of the immediate presence of her Saviour, 
who graciously communed with her, which 
she felt to be a renewed assurance of being 
received into the arms of everlasting love and 
mercy. 

The following notes, which, with many 
others, were found among her papers, show 
the state of her mind at different periods, and 
may encourage some poor tired traveller 
Zionward, to hold on their way, remember- 
ing that the crown is at the end of the race. 

** 1820. My mind has been impressed from 
day to day with a belief that I had better 
commit to writing some openings, which I 
have experienced, as being a very great fa- 
vour, yet have deferred it until the. present 
time, feeling it to be an awful, and very im- 
portant undertaking, that no exaggeration 
should be made, but that I may simply re- 
mark .what seems to be requisite for my 
own peace ; that when seasons of stripping 
may come, no omission on my part may feel 
to me to be the cause. 

“The Master, the dear Lamb, does mar- 
vellously condescend to meet with us, and 
open the way to the kingdom, giving us the 
assurance, that his Father is reconciled 

In her removal, society has sustained a loss,|through his atoning blood, and the white 
and her family and friends a great bereave-|robe in readiness, when the terrestrial part is 
ment ; she being eminently possessed of the|dissolved.” ‘ Being much absorbed with the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, and dili- | power and love that flows from the pure foun- 
gently engaged in filling up the varied duties |tain, I had the clearest opening, and the most 
allotted her. evidencing assurance, that should I be called 

For a number of years the principal care of |from all terrestrial things, my entrance into 
a family of children, devolving upon her, her |rest would be beyond a doubt, and that the 
faithfulness in discharging this trust was evi-|dear Jesus would safely convey the sou! to the 












































we rather drive away the time before us, than 
follow it.” 

His biographer notices in “ Bishop Hall, 
that rare union of contemplation and action, 
which marked his religious character. While 
he appears to have found in contemplation a 
perpetual source of enjoyment, and may have 
loved it for the sake of the pleasures it afford- 
ed, did not suffer it so to absorb the mind as 
to interfere with the active duties of life. 
With him contemplation became the hand- 
maid to action ; his devotion issued to prac- 
tice. While his soul could spring to other 
worlds, and there hold sweet intercourse with 
the Father of spirits, he was no less the labo- 
rious minister of Christ, the faithful pastor of 
his flock, the vigilant overseer of his diocese, 
the indefatigable instructer and peacemaker 
of the church.” 

In general esteem for his piety and worth, 
he died 1656, in the eighty-second year of his 
age. 





Communicated for “ The Friend.” 
Diep, in New York, on the 13th instant, 
Exizasretn Cromwe.tz, relict of John I. 
Cromwell, in the 47th year of her age. 
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presence of his Father, where love and praise 
would be uninterrupted: a day in which I 
may set up my Ebenezer, being so admirably 
favoured that I here note it. 

“1821. How inadequate am I to declare 
the great goodness of Almighty Jehovah to 
me, who feel that the least of the favours con- 
ferred are so many matks of his extended 
kindness, as I merit nothing, feeling at times 
as though I could prostrate myself in dust and 
ashes for my unworthiness. But the all- 
seeing eye, which alone can penetrate every 
bosom, knows I trust the fervency of my 
wishes, and the oft mental prayer for ability 
to become wholly devoted to him: having 
nothing even in furniture or apparel that will 
absorb the mind, but be entirely conformed 
to Him who knows what we have neeil of, 
and thereby stand aloof from the world, that 
I may run at his bidding. , How awfully have 
I covenanted this day with Him, who is a 
covenant keeping God: my mind being 
much exercised relative to our son just en- 
tering on the stage.of action. 

“8 mo. 1824. How varied are the con- 
flicts of my tried mind ; wishing to be found 
in the service of my Lord and Master, yet 
feeling my inability, and the frailties of my 
nature to be such, I would pray to be ex- 
cused ; but fear the wrath of his indignation, 
and the two straits cause me to go mourning 
allthe day. Oh, Lord! that I may be support- 
ed during this fiery conflict ; for how long it 
is to remain I know not ;—it hath already 
been for weeks that when the mind is for a 
moment retired, it is prostrate under a sense 
of apprehended duty which I feel it almost 
impossible ever to be able to perform. Oh! 
my present standing is in slippery places—at 
one moment I am ready to offer myself up, 
and perhaps the next sunken with fears and 
doubts, wishing to find some earthly friend to 
whom I may unbosom my sorrow. 

“ 1826. Oh! that I had language and abi- 
lity to persuade the children of men, that the 
greatest of ull blessings is to become dedi- 
cated to the cause of truth: but alas, the veil 
that is over the mind: when this is once re- 
moved, man is at times enabled to see and to 
feel the goodness, the mercy, the love, and 
condescension of an all-wise Creator, who 
willeth not the death of a sinner, but that all 
would repent, return, and live. My desires 
are so strong for the encouragement of every 
being in existence, that would it strengthen 
any poor traveller Zionward, 1 am willing 
here to note, that for months and months past, 
I have not felt a renewed opening or favour, 
but have been groping in the dark, very often 
putting up strong cries to God for preserva- 
tion, but amidst darkness and much sorrow J 
have not endeavoured to awake my love un- 
til he please ; knowing that the Lord’s time 
was the best time. And ob! saith my soul, 
that the shepherd of Israel would be pleased 
to continue with me, preserving and gathering 
within his true fold until he may be pleased 
to say, “ Enter thou into the joys of thy Lord, 
and into thy master’s rest. 

* T only ask that I may be preserved in a 
state of acceptance to meet the Judge of hea- 
ven and earth, and feel his approval and love. 


I desire not dignity or honour, or aught else, 
save ability for a right performance of the 
will of heaven through the walks of this 
life. 


“10th mo. I again make mention of the 
goodness of my heavenly Father in bowing 
the heavens, and coming down for my com- 
fort and encouragement, having felt my mind 
so stripped, and giving way almost to fear 
that I never could walk inthe path that the 
Lord’s servants have done, until in the bitter- 
ness of my soul I have cried out, ‘ A total 
death covers my mind.’ This day the veil 
has been removed, and I have been permitted 
tu see into the holy of holies, when assuredly 
Christ the Saviour hath held sweet com- 
munion with me. 


“The King immortal holds out the scep- 
tre of his love to his children who desire him 
above their chiefest joy, when they go to the 
banqueting house, where Christ comes in and 
sups with them, and they with him, permit- 
ting them to hold communion with him, until 
the mind is in danger of being exalted, and 
too much lifted up: he then for their safety 
withdraws and absents himself, until oft times 
they become very uneasy, and almost ready to 
despair ever seeing again him whom the soul 
loveth : but in his own time he will assuredly 
return, and Jift his countenance upon them, 
and if they have not kept the patience will 
chide therefor. How ardent are my feelings 
at this time, that every individual may come 
to the knowledge of Christ our Saviour, and 
not be influenced by any false persuasion to 
deny him. 

“1831. This afternoon came before the 
view of my mind with the greatest clearness, 
Christ my Saviour in his body, all fresh with 
wounds, and a crown of thorns upon his head: 
permitting me to see that thus he was kept 
by the children of men, who kept him out of 
their hearts, insomuch that I cried out aloud, 
‘ Will it always be so to the end of time?’ 
It has very much solemnized my feelings, 
and it seemed best just to make mention of 
it. 

“ Ist mo. 1832. This day have I resigned 
myself up to my Saviour, body, soul, and spi- 
rit, desiring that he would take me as his 
own, and whatever I haye in possession or in 
use, that he hath a controversy against, that 
he would be pleased to show it to me, and I 
would (as far as was possible for me) be 
obedient to his will. 

“I have since felt as though I was not my 
own, but another’s. Oh! that Christ my Sa- 
viour would be pleased to set a watch round 
about me, that the enemy, with all his as- 
saults, may not prevail !” 























































Nor one Prize.—A Philadelphia lottery 
dealer stated to a friend of ours a few days 
ago, that he had now been in the business 
for nine months, during which time neither 
the tickets which he sold nor which he had 
remaining on hand, drew a single prize. 
Yet his sales were so extensive, that the pro- 
fits were sufficient to cover his losses on the 
tickets left on hand, and support his family. 








Instruction of the Blind. 
At an adjourned meeting of the friends of this in- 


teresting object, held at the Philosophical Hall, Feb. 
21, 1838, Foe 


S. Duronceau, Esq. in the chair, 
Joun VavGuan, secretary, 


Roberts Vauz, from the committee appointed at the 
former meeting, submitted their report, which was ac- 
cepted, viz :-— 

The undersigned, appointed at a meeting of a num- 
ber of citizens to establish a school for the blind, held 
on the 21st January, respectfully report— 

That.in conformity with the instructions given them, 
they transmitted a copy of the proceedings to the 
councils of the city of Philadelphia, who referred them 
to the committee charged with the care of the Wills 
Legacy. An interchange of opinion with those gen- 
tlemen, whilst they fully approved of and were disposed 
to promote the object, led, however, to the conclusion, 
that the intention of the benevolent individual for 
whom the corporation is trustee, would not allow the 
application of his bequest for the instruction and care 
of the blind, according to the proposition offered, The 
declared purpose of the testator in appropriating his 
estate, being to erect and maintain a hospital for the 
blind and lame. 

Failing in that quarter to accomplish the contem- 
plated design, your committee have, in further com- 
pliance with the duties assigned them, prepared an 
essay of a constitution, which is herewith submitted. 

They are of opinion that a disposition exists among 
many of their fellow citizens, voluntarily to contribute 
the amount needful to warrant the formation of an in- 
stitution for the intellectual cuitivation of the blind, on 
a small scale, as an experiment. They trust that an 
early and efficient attention to this interesting work, 
in providing funds, &c. will enable the association to 
secure the services of J. R. Friedlander as the prin- 
cipal, without whom the plan will be entirely frus- 
trated. This talented and estimable gentleman has 
remained several months in our city, anxious to devote 
his knowledge to this valuable pursuit, and if an en- 

ment be not soon formed, he will feel himself at 
fiberty to accept employment offered to him from 
various other quarters. 

Impressed with these considerations, your commit- 
tee earnestly recommend the immediate organisation 
of an association on the principles sug, fs 

% Perer S. Duronceav, 
Joun Vaucuan, 
Roserts Vaux, 
J. Francis Fisner. 

Philadelphia, Feb. 21st, 1833. 


The essay of the constitution was adopted, providing 
for the organisation, support and government of the 
institution, by the aid of benevolent citizens. Thirty 
dollars being the life, and three dollars the annual 
subscription. 

It was resolved that Peter S. Duponceau, John 
Vaughan, Roberts Vaux, Edward Coleman, Nathan 
Dunn, John Miller, jr. Thomas Astley, Dr. William 
Gibson, Dr. Caspar Morris, William Y. Birch, Alfred 
Elwyn, and J. Francis Fisher, be a cothmittee to receive 
subscriptions, and donations to the funds of the institu- 
tion. 

Resolwed, That the committee who prepared the 
report be authorised to call the contributors together, 
to gs officers as soon as they deem the same ad- 
visable. 


Perer S. Duronceau, Chairman. 
Joun Vauauan, Secretary. 


It affords us satisfaction to add, that there is every 
prospect that pecuniary means will be furnished to 
put this institution into immediate operation: alread 
upwards of two thousand dollars have been cherined. 





Diep, on the 11th of 1st month, 1833, at the resi- 
dence of her husband, to whom she had been married 
about two months, Ann, wife of Jacob Roberts, and 
eldest daughter of Joseph and Rebecca Evens, a mem- 
ber of Upper Evesham Monthly Meeting, N. J., in the 
thirty-fourth year of her age. 
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For “ The Friend.” 
“OUR PECULIAR TESTIMONIES.” 

It was by their obedience to the discoveries 
of the divine light, or inspeaking word of grace, 
that our early Friends were built up and esta- 
blished in the doctrines and practices of the 
Christian faith, so as to become testimony 
bearers to the spirituality of the gospel dis- 





ments, fines, whipping, spoiling of goods, and | luding to the light or spirit of Christ within, 
almost every hardship which bigotry and ma-|as God's gift for man’s salvation, says, “ This 
lice could invent, they held fast their inte-|is as the root of the goodly tree of doctrines 
grity, and faithfully supported those testi-|that grew and branched out from it, which 
monies. I shall now mention in their natural and ex- 

The Society of Friends is the only body of| perimental order: First. Repentance from 
professing Christians which makes those sub-|dead works to serve the living God, &c.”’ 
jects a part of its religious profession, and] «From hence sprang a second doctrine 
pensation, and lights in the world. It not hence they have acquired ha appellation of| which they were led to declare, as the mark 
only taught them reverently to believe in the|“ @UF peculiar testimonies. The term, in| of the prize of the high calling of all true 
fundamental truths of Christianity, concern-|# Certain sense, is correct, though as regards | Christians, viz. perfection from sin, according 
ing the coming, sufferings, propitiatory death, oaths and war, so many not of our com-/to the Scriptures of truth, which testify it to be 
and various offices of the déar Son of God,|™¥nion now refuse to join in them, that they | the end of Christ's coming, and the nature of 
as well as his eternal divinity, but it constrain-|C®" 90 longer be said to be peculiar to us-|his kingdom, and for which his spirit was 
ed them to live up to what they professed, and In adopting the expression, however, we must given.” 
to practise those things which Christ and his guard against two errors which have latterly} « ‘Third. An acknowledgment of eternal 
apostles enjoined on the believers. Hence|een introduced among us. It has been con-| rewards and punishments, as they have good 
sprung their observance of what we call tended by some, who are anxious to destroy | reason to do—for else of all people certainly 
“ testimonies ;” an appellation, signifying that the restraints of the cross in respect to dress|they must be the most miserable, who for 
he who observes them, does it as a testimony and address, &c. that these testimonies being} above forty years have been exceeding great 
of his obedience to God, and of his convic-|Pecvliar to the Society of Friends, the ob-| sufferers for their profession, and in some 
tion that the gospel requires such practices|*eTvance of them is not to be included among cases treated worse than the worst of men, 
of those who fully embrace and obey it. Our|the Christian duties ; they being merely the| yea, as the refuse and offscouring of all men.” 
early friends found that Christians were com-|Tesult of an agreement, come to by the Soci-|" « Besides these doctrines, and out of them, 
manded in the holy Scriptures not to swear| ts that such regulations would have a salu-)as the larger branches, there sprang forth 
at all—that they were forbidden to be nice or|‘@ty influence on the members. This is @/ several particular doctrines, that did exem- 
curious in their apparel—that they were not| Mistaken view of the subject, and, if admitted, | p)ify and further explain the truth and effi- 
to conform to the world in any of its vain|™Ust have a very pernicious effect in lessen-|cacy of the general doctrine, in their lives 
customs or fashions, but to live a plain, sim-|i8 the obligation to observe and maintain) and examples.” 
ple, self-denying life—that the disciples of|them. The Society has always held that its} « 1s. Communion and loving one another, 
Christ not only must not fight, but were en-|*estimonies were of Christian origin ; found-| «0,» 
joined to avoid every appearance of hatred ed on the express and positive injunctions of} «94. To love enemies—this they both 
or anger—and that his ministers were freely |°UT Lord and his apostles, and as obligatory | tagght and practised, &c.” 
to preach that gospel which he had freely in-|*5 @"Y other of his commands, which are re-| «34. The sufficiency of truth-speaking 
troduced into the world, for the salvation of corded in Scripture. . They are “ part and| according to Christ’s own words, of yea, yea, 
his rational creatures. These commands and \Parcel” of the Christian religion, if | may use| and may, nay, without swearing ; both from 
prohibitions were practised in the primitive the phrase. The early Friends did not pro-| Christ’s express prohibition ‘Swear not at 
church, and remained on record in that sacred | £88 to have seen any new light, neither had) 4}j,” and for that they, being under the tie and 
book which all acknowledged as a written|they any new gospel to preach, but to pro-|hond of truth in themselves, there was no 
rule of their conduct and conversation; yet|™ulgate and practise those blessed doctrines} necessity for an oath—and that it would be a 
during the dark night of apostacy they had|#24 precepts wen were held and maintain-| reproach to their Christian veracity to assure 
been overlooked, except by a few of the more|©4 by the apostolic church. William Penn) their truth by such an extraordinary way of 
heavenly-minded and religious sort of people. | ©*Pressly says that he and his brethren “ re-| .,eaking.” 

‘Even after the reformation, scarcely any nounced all pretence to the revelation of new| " « 4th. Not fighting, but suffering, is an- 
appeared to feel the obligation of those com-|™#tter,” and that their message was “ not) other testimony peculiar to this people.” 
mands of Christ, or to regard the example of} ‘he revelation of new things, but the tenewed/ «5th. Another part of the character of 
the first Christians ; and when George Fox|tevelation of the eternal way of truth. this people is, that they refuse to pay tithes 
came forth, declaring against oaths—a hireling The other error is, that our plain dress,| 4» maintenance to a ministry. 
ministry set up and ordained by man, the vain language, and manner of life are mere exter-| «th. Not to respect persons, was another 
fashions, language, diversions, and customs of|"@! badges adopted by the Society of Friends) of their doctrines and practices, for which 
the world, and against wars and fightings; the}*5 ® distinguishing uniform for its members,| they were often buffeted and abused. They 
high professors who were resting in a mere|*"4 to restrain them from mingling in the| affirmed it to be sinful 40 give flattering 
outside profession of the doctrines of the Bi-|©°™P®"Y, diversions, and pursuits of worldly | titles, or to use vain s@stures and compli- 
ble, were greatly offended that such things|Pe°Ple- But it would argue a want of com-/ ments of respect; * * * * well remember- 
should be made a part of the religion of the |™0" sense in the primitive Quakers to have| ing the example ¢¢ Mordecai and Elihu, but 
gospel. But he steadfastly maintained his submitted for years to all the persecutions) more especialy the command of their Lord 
ground, asserting that the commands of Christ they endured on these accounts,—to have|anq Mast Jesus Christ, who forbade his 
were binding on his disciples to the end of| te the ruin of their estates, the imprison-| (ojjowers to call men Rabbi, which implies 
the world; and that as the spirit of truth led| ent of their persons in loathsome dungeons,| jorg and master. Also, the fashionable greet- 
the holy anicients into those practices, so it/#4 the rude and cruel abuse to which they| jqgs and salutations of the times, that so self- 
would lead all true Christians in the present} VeT® subjected in consequence of those tes-|joye and honour, to which the proud mind of 
day,—and that the contrary practices had ob- timonies, merely to sustain a social agree | man is incident in his fallen estate, might 
tained, only because of the darkness that ment into which they had entered. The not be indulged but rebuked. 
overspread Christendom in the apostacy. supposition is too absurd to require ei wy, |__* They used also the plain language of 

It is remarkable how many minds were refutation. It was no we pes . ry od Thou and Thee to a single person, whatever 

repared through the operation of the same larity—no whimsical ena na . nt was his degree among men. And indeed the 
Holy Spirit to receive George Fox’s testi-| ction from the rest ° ae oo ‘i mg wisdom of God was much seen in bringing 
mony, and join in religious fellowship with| Conviction of ees - “a . aise forth this people in 80 plain an appearance, 
him, notwithstanding the scorn, contempt, them to renounce t Willia . . after al-|{2" it Was a close and distinguishing test up- 
and bitter persecution of the world. In a|'™ those respects. ne 5 URR, Cy ten Oe spirit of those they came among, show- 
short period the Society had become numer- ing their insides, and what predominated, 
ous, and through a Jong series of imprison- notwithstanding their high and great profes- 







































































* The term “Cunistian Testimonies” appears to 
be much more appropriate and descriptive. 
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ET 
sion of religion.” He then proceeds to treat| testimony to the truth, and laboured abun-| and traded with the credit which was not of 
on their watchfulness in conversation—their| dantly to promulgate it both in England and its own purchasing, striving to be great in the 
disregard to riches—their love of retirement] America. In doing-this, | may be permitted| riches and possessions of this world—then 
and mental quietude—their disuse of fashions] to express the wish that it may be seriously| great, fair buildings in city and country, fine 
and superfluities—their simp!e mode of mar-| read and pondered by every one of us, and|and fashionable furniture and apparel ; dainty 
riage, and of interment, and their testimony| my sincere and fervent desire that the bless-|and voluptuous provision and rich matches 
against wearing mourning apparel and monu-|ed prospect which this worthy servant of| in marriage, came into practice under colour 
ments. When he adds, Christ had, of the standard of truth being lift-| of being lawful or serviceable—but far wide 
“ These things gave them a rough and dis-| ed up against the inroads of a worldly spirit,|from the footsteps of the ministers~ and 
agreeable appearance with the generality ;) which would set at naught the precious tes-|elders whom the Lord raised up and sent 
who thought them turners of the world upside|timonies’ of the Society in these respecta,| forth into his work and service at the begin- 
down, as indeed in some sense they were ;\may through mercy be realised in this our|ning; and far from the example that our 
but in no other than that wherein Paul was|day ; and an effectual stop be put to the| Lord and Master Christ Jesus left us, when 
so charged, viz. to bring things back into| flood of libertinism which threatens ‘to over-| he was tempted in the wilderness with the 
their primitive and right order again. For|spread our poor Society. The extract is| kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them, 
these and such like practices of theirs werc| taken from a postscript to an epistle written| which he despised.” 
not the result of humour, as some have fan-| in 1698, and is as follows, viz. « And the holy apostle writes to the church 
cied, but a fruit of inward sense, which God,| “Atthe first, when the Lord called and gather-| of Christ, both fathers, young men, and chil- 
through his fear, had begotten in them. They| ed us to be a people, and opened the eyes of our| dren, advising against the love of the world 
did not consider how to contradict the world,| understandings, we saw the exceeding sin-| and the fashions thereof; which are working 
or distinguish themselves; this being none| fulness of sin and the wickedness that was in| as the old leaven, at this very time, to corrupt 
of their business, as it was uot their interest| the world—and a perfect abhorrence was fix-| the heritage of God, and to fill it with briars 
—no, it was not the result of their consulta-|ed in our hearts against all the wicked, unjust,|and_ thorns, thistles, tares, and the grapes of 
tion, or a framed design to declare or recom-| vain, and unlawful part of the world in all| the earth, to make the Lord reject it, and lay 
mend schism or novelty. But God having|respects. We saw that the goodly and law-| it waste. 
given them a sight of themselves, they saw/ful things of the world were abused and mis-| ‘* But the Lord of all our mercies, whose 
the whole world in the same glass of truth;|used, and that many snares and temptations|eye hath been over us for good ever since he 
and sensibly discerned the affections and pas-|lay in them, with troubles and dangers of| gathered us to be a people, and entered into 
sions of men, and the rise and tendency of|divers kinds, which we felt the load of, and|covenant with us, according to his ancient 
things. They saw what gratified “the lust|that we could not carry them, and run the| promise, is lifting up his spirit as a standard 
of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride} race, which the Lord had set before us, socheer-| against the invasion of this enemy, and rais- 
of life, which are not of the Father, but of| fully as to win the prize of our salvation. ing up his living word and testimony in the 
the world ;’’ and that from thence sprang in| ‘“ Wherefore our care was to cast off this| hearts of many, to stand in, and fence up the 
that night of darkness and apostacy, which| great load and burden, viz. great and gainful| gap which this floating, high, worldly, libertine 
had been over people through their degene-| ways of getting riches, and to lessen our con-| spirit hath made—which leads from the foot- 
racy from the light and spirit of God, these|cerns therein, that we might be ready to an-| steps of them that follow Christ as at the first, 
and many other vain customs; which are|swer Christ Jesus our captain, who had call-|and know Him to limit them with his bounds, 
seen by the heavenly day of Christ, which|ed us to follow him in a spiritual warfare,|and not in their own wills and times to lay 
dawns in the soul, to be, either wrong in their| under the discipline of his daily cross and|hold on presentations and opportunities to 
original, or, by time or abuse, hurtful in their|self-denial. Then the things of this world} get rich ; which many have had and refused 
practice. And though these things seemed| were of small value to us, so that we might| for truth’s sake, and the Lord hath accepted 
trivial to some, and rendered this people|win Christ; and the goodliest things thereof|thereof as an offering, and rewarded them 
stingy and conceited in such persons’ opi-| were not near to us, so that we might be near the | with great comfort to the praise of his worthy 
nions, there was and is more in them than|Lord—for the Lord’s truth outbalanced all| name.” S. Ts 
they were aware of. It was not very easy to|the world, even the most glorious part of it. oe 
our primitive Friends to make themselves| ‘Then great trading was a burden, and 
sights and spectacles, and the scorn and deri-| great concerns a great trouble—all needless 
sion of the world ; which they easily foresaw| things, fine houses, rich furniture, and gaudy 
must be the consequence of so unfashionable| apparel, were an eyesore. Our eye being 
a conversation in it. But herein was the| single to the Lord, and the inshinings of his 
wisdom of Ged seen, in the foolishness of| light in our hearts, this gave us the sight of 
these things. rst, that they discovered the| the knowledge of the glory of Gou, which so 
satisfaction and comern that people had in| affected our minds that it stained the glory 
and for the fashions © this world, notwith-|of all earthly things ; and they bore no mas- 
standing their pretences another; in that|tery with us either in dwelling, eating, or 
any disappointment about they came so very| drinking, buying, selling, marrying, or giving 
near them, that the greatest ho.osty, yirtue,|in marriage. The Lord was the object of our 
wisdom, and ability, were unwelcome with-| eye, and we all humble and low before him, 
out them. Secondly, it seasonably ana pro-| self being made of small repute—ministers|turned a deaf ear to the reproofs of heavenly 
fitably divided conversation; for, making their| and elders, in all such cases, walking as good| instruction, yet in great mercy he was not 
society uneasy to their relations and acquaint-|examples that the flock might follow their|cut off. The day of visitation was lengthen- 
ance, it gave them the opportunity of more| footsteps, as they followed Christ in the daily|ed, and the calls of grace renewed. Such is 
retirement and solitude, wherein they met|cross ami self-denial, in their dwellings, call-|the adorable compassion and long suffering of 
with better company, even the Lord God their ings, eating, drinking, buying, selling, marry-|a gracious Creator that he waits long with the 
Redeemer, and grew strong in his love, power,|ing, and giving in marriage. And this an-|rebellious. Still, there is a season in which 
and wisdom, and were thereby better qualified | swered the Lord ana his witness in all con-|he will pronounce the awful determination, 


for his service ; and the success abundantly| sciences, and gave us great credit among|* My spirit shall not always strive with man.” 
showed it ; blessed be the name of the Lord.” | men. «In 1652 the army marched again into Scot- 


I trust I shall not weary my readers if I} “But as our number increased, it happen-| land, and Willian, having had the command 
add one more extract on these subjects from/|ed that such a spirit got in among us, as was|of a recruiting company, ~surrendered his 
the pen of a faithful minister of Christ, who) among the Jews when they came up out of|charge, and finally abandoned the military 
suffered deeply in person and property for his| Egypt : this began to look back into the world, \ife,—which seems not to have suited the 
























































































For “ The Friend.” 
WILLIAM EDMUNDSON. 
(Continued from page 168.) 

The period was now near at hand in which 
William Edmundson was to assume a new 
character, and instead of mingling in the 
dreadful scenes of strife and carnage attend- 
ant on warfare, was to become a meek and 
lowly follower of Him whose kingdom is not 
of this world. His mind had long been the 
subject of secret, yet powerful convictions, 
and though like many in the present day he 
had refused to bow under them, and had even 














THE FRIEND. 175 




































turn of his mind. After leaving the army should have been laden, as with thick clay,| manner of life which would require a great 
he went into the north of England to visit his) and thereby been hindered from the Lord’s| business to support it, and thus burden his 
relations, and going over in to Derbyshire, mar-| service, as some others are. mind with a multitude of secular concerns. 
ried a young woman to whom he had been} “ When my brother had received my letter, His narrative proceeds: 
previously engaged. It was his intention to} he came to Dublin with horses to take usinto| ‘I soon sold the goods I brought over, and 
settle himself in that county at shop keeping, | the north to Antrim where the troop was to/ forthwith went to England to buy more. 
thinking he might earn a subsistence byasmall) quarter—there | took a house, and my bro-| On coming among my relations in the north, 
business ; but his brother, who was a soldier) ther lived with me. The officers of the troop! I found George Fox and James Naylor were 
in Ireland, coming to England at this time,| were very kind to me, and would have had|in that country, and James having a meeting 
spoke so highly of that country, that William! me to ride in the troop, and receive constant) about three miles from the place where I was, 
and his wife were induced to go over with] pay, yet would aliow me to follow my own}! went to it with my eldest brother Thomas 
him. Their expectations appear to haye| business, and be duty free. ‘They offered to|/and another kinsman. I had an earnest de- 
been considerably raised, and he thus de-| procure an order on their own account, none} sire to have converse with some of that peo- 
scribes their plans for future settlement. ‘“‘The} being then admitted into the troops without} ple, retaining a love for, and believing well 
troop my brother served in, quartered near| the general’s order. But I refused, and would| of, them from the time I first heard report 
Waterford—we proposed to ourselves to set-| not accept of their kind offers; for my in-|respecting them; and I was truly glad of 
tle a trade of merchandise there, and to live|clination now was after religion, and my con-| this opportunity. We were all three con- 
at a place two miles distant, where we could! science began to be awakened by the Lord’s| vinced of the Lord’s blessed truth ; for God’s 
pass and repass in our boat, promising our-|hand of judgment mixed with mercy, which] witness in our hearts answered to the truth 
selves great matters, and religion besides.” | preserved me.” of what was spoken, and the Lord’s former 
It is often the case when the mind is) One of the strong consolations which the|dealings with me came fresh into my remem- 
struggling under religious impressions to} true Christian enjoys, is derived from the belief} brance. ‘Then I knew it was the Lord’s hand 
which it has not fully yielded, and pleasing} that an all-wise and merciful Providence is|that had been striving with me for a long 
prospects of settlement in the world, or other} continually watching over him, and directing) time—this was in the year 1653.” 
outward comforts, are presented, that we en-|the course of his temporal affairs in such| This fresh visitation of the love of God dis- 
deavour to compromise for our procrastina-|manner as shall make them all ultimately|pelled the mists and doubts which had long 
tion, by the conclusion that if we only attain| work together for his good. We are taught/clouded his mind, and through the teachings 
the object which we so much desire, then we} in holy Scripture that this special care and/of the spirit of Christ Jesus he was brought 
will surrender and become religious. But a| protection is extended even to the minute|to see and understand the things which be- 
wise and gracious Providence, who knows thé) affairs of good men—that the very hairs of| longed to his peace. Thus, it often happens 
frailty and deceitfulness of the human heart/their heads are all numbered—and that so|even with the high professors of religion, 
much better than we do, often sees it best for} universal and so particular is the superinten-| that for want of consulting the witness in 
us, that our fond hopes should be frustrated,| dence of the great Creator, that not a sparrow) themselves, and learning of it in the secret of 
and a shade of gloom spread over all the|falleth to the ground without his notice. In-}the heart, they grope in darkness and uncer- 
bright anticipations of future happiness which| timately connected with this doctrine is that) tainty as respects heavenly things—though at 
we have been cherishing. Not that He de-|of the restraining influences of divine grace) the same time actively engaged in acquiring 
lights to afflict or disappoint his creatures,!on the mind, secretly checking us when we| that kind of knowledge which may be attain- 
but because he knows that success would set| are reaching forward to objects which are not/ ed by the unassisted exercise of the human 
us down at ease in our sins, and sacrifice our| proper for us to go into, or which, if attained,| powers. “ Ever learning, and never able to 
eternal welfare to the abundance or the com-| would be prejudicial to our religious growth.| come to the knowledge of the truth,” because 
fort of our earthly possessions. It is when] [t was the operation of these causes which) they overlook the very source and spring of 
viewed in this light, and with reference to| prevented William Edmundson from settling| truth, which Christ promised to his disciples 
the moral and religious influence which|in Dublin, or from joining his brother’s troop| should “teach them all things, and bring all 
they exercise over the state of the soul,|—either of which, as he afterwards saw, would| things to their remembrance, whatsoever he 
that the sorest disappointments—the hea-| probably have frustrated the designs of his|had said to them.” William Edmundson 
viest afflictions, are seen to be among the| heavenly Father respecting him, and marred) thus describes the change he experienced:— 
number of our richest blessings. William|his future usefulness in the church. The} “Then began my understanding to be 
Edmundson experienced in some degree the|*‘ secret hand,’ unseen by mortal eye, is of-| opened, and many Scriptures were brought to 
truth of these remarks. His brother, who had|ten stretched forth to preserve us from dan-| my remembrance, which I had often read yet 
gone to Ireland to make preparation for their| gers of which we are unconscious, and is no} understood them not; but now being turned 
reception, and whom he had expected to} less kind and beneficent when it withholds) to the measure of the Lord’s spirit manifested 
meet in Dublin, was ordered to march with] us from engaging in schemes to which we) in my heart, which often had reproved me 
his troop into the north ; and when William] look with the fondest anticipations of plea-|for evil in my ignorance, I knew that it 
landed, he found himself alone—a stranger in| sure, than when it shields us from some im-|was the truth which led into all truth, 
a strange place, and all the flattering pros-| pending storm of adversity and sorrow which) agreeable to the holy Scriptures of the law 
pects of trade at Waterford, with which they| threatens to burst upon us. To bow in cheer-|and prophets, Christ and his apostles, and I 
had been pleasing themselves, at once extin-| ful submission when it arrests us in the pro-| thought all that heard it declared must needs 
guished. Writing on this subject, he says,|secution of extensive and profitable business, | own it, so plain was it to me. A few days 
“ Now were all our great promises come to} and turns us away from the avenues to wealth | after I was thus far convinced of the blessed 
nothing—the Lord who had been often striv-) which seem opening before us, requires the|truth, the Lord’s power seized upon me 
ing with me both in mercy and in judgment,| exercise of great self-denial, yet all those) through his spirit, whereby I was brought un- 
had other service for me, which I knew not| who yield in faith to its guidance will find| der great exercises of epirit, yea, all my parts 
of, but was a mere stranger to.” “I wrote| their truest interest, as well as their substan-|came under this exercise, for the Lord’s hand 
to my brother, and gave him an account that/tial happiness, greatly promoted. William|was mighty upon me in judgments mixed 
we were landed. In the mean time, I was| Edmundson appears to have been a remarka-| with mercy, so that my former ways were 
strongly importuned to settle in Dublin, trad-| ble example in this respect, evincing during) hedged up. But I loved his judgments, for 
ing being then very brisk, and houses to be| the remainder of his life a noble contempt for) I knew I had sinned against him, and must 
procured on easy terms, it being not long af-| the riches ard honours of this world. While|be purged through judgment. And though 
ter the plague. But I was prevented by a/he neither despised men on account of their|/under this exercise of conscience towards 
secret hand that I did not then know, which|riches, nor undervalued the blessings of a|God, yet I transacted my business in Eng- 
preserved me from the deceitfulness of riches,| bountiful Creator, he was scrupulously care- land, and shipped my goods to be landed at 
with which, according to all probability, I| ful to make his wants few, and to avoid that| Carrickfergus, or at Belfast. 

































a 


os amen atone einer tact 
. Astle ae " 


| 
F 
= 
att 
‘he 


<asinaaaie . 
tie es 


ed 





ae ern 


Sarr nna eEnr aS Tate: 





176 

‘“* Whilst I was at sea, self reasoned strong- | 
ly to save the duty on my goods; for I had 
an opportunity to do it, the troop my brother 
belonged to quartering at Carrickfergus and 
Belfast, and they would have helped me night 
or day. But I durst not do it, my conscience 
being now awakened to plead for truth, justice, 
and equity. Yet there was a great contest 
betwéen conscience and self, and in this con- 
flict many Scriptures were opened in my un- 
derstanding that duties and customs ought 
to be paid, and though self struggled hard for 
the mastery yet at last it was overthrown, and 
the judgment of truth prevailed. I landed at 
Carrickfergus—there a trooper readily lent 
me his horse, and I rode home that evening to 
Antrim where my wife lived. When I went 
to the door, my brother came forth to salute 
me with his usual compliments, but the Lord’s 
power seized upon me at that instant; he 





God? Ps. c. ii. v. 7.—Luke c. i. v. 35. 










him? Johne. i. v. 14. 


suffering and forbearance of Him who willeth not that 
any should die in their sins, but that all should repen 
and be saved, is presented for insertion. M. A. 


Alone he sat and wept. That very night, 
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Had he been prophesied of as the Son of THE FRIEND. 


$$$ a, 


THIRD MONTH, 9, 1833. 





What was the testimony of John the Baptist 


concerning him? John c. i. v. 34. nn a nn ee 





How has John the Evangelist described NOTICE. 
A stated annual meeting of the contribu- 


Were his disciples enabled to bear testimony | tors to the “ Asylum for the relief of persons 


to his divine character? Jobnc.i. v. 49.—-| deprived of the use of their reason,” will be 
Mat. c. xvi. v. 16.——Jobn c. xx. v. 28. 


held at Friends’ meeting house, on Mulberry 
What does the apostle John declare to be| Street, on fourth day, the thirteenth instant, 


the purpose for which his gospel was written?) at three o’clock in the afternoon. 
John c. xx. v. 31. 


Newszerry Surrm, jr. Clerk. 
some Philadelphia, 3d mo. 1st. 1833. 
For “ The Friend.” pe 
The following pathetic acknowledgment of the long- BIBLE ASSOCIATION. 
AUXILIARIEs. 


The period for holding the annual meeting 
| being not far distant, the corresponding com- 


THE MORE CONVENIENT SEASON. mittee respectfully request the auxiliary asso- 


















The ambassador of God, with earnest zeal 
Of eloquence, had warned him to repent, 
And like the Roman at Drusilla’s side, 
Hearing the truth, he trembled, conscience wrought, 
Yet sin allur’d. The s le shook him sore. 
The dim lamp wain’d—the hour of midnight toll’d, 
Prayer sought for entrance, but the heart had clos’d 
Its diamond valve. He threw him on his couch, 
And bade the spirit of his God. depart. 
But there was war within him, and he sigh’d 

“ Depart not utterly thou, Blessed One! 
Return when youth is past, and make my soul 
For ever thine.” 

With kindling brow he trod 
The haunts of pleasure, while the viol’s voice, 
And beaaty’s smile, his joyous pulses woke. 
To love he knelt, and on his brow she hung 
Her freshest myrtle wreaths. For gold he sought, 
And winged wealth indulg’d him, till the world 
Pronounced him happy. Manhood’s vigorous prime 
Swell’d to its climax, and his busy days 
And restless nights swept like a tide away. 
Care struck deep root around him, and each shoot 
Still striking earthward, like the Indian tree, 
Shut out with woven shades the eye of heaven, 
When, lo! a message from the crucified— 

“ Look unto me, and live !” Pausing, he spoke 

Of weariness and haste, and want of time, 
And duty to his children, and besought 
A longer space to do the work of heaven. 


was struck amazed, went in, and sat down 
silent. I was much broken in the power of 
the Lord before them, and my brother made 
no opposition, but received the truth, and 
joined with it.” 

The fruits of the spirit and the blessed ef- 
fects of his obedience to it were soon conspi- 
cuously manifested—already his brother had 
been convinced, and his own mind settled in 
the observance of those principles of justice 
which would not suffer him to take advantage 
of the opportunities he had for landing his 

oods free of duty. Anotbér trial now awaited 
him, which he thus relates—* I returned to Car- 
rickfergus to bring my goods, but the officers 
required an oath to the truth of my bills of 
parcels, and not suffering them to come ashore 
without it, would have seized upon my goods. 
I told them I could not swear—it was con- 
trary to Christ’s commands, which seemed a 
strange thing to them, not having met with 
the like before. But the Lord’s truth and 
testimony was precious to me, and after some 
time with much difficulty I got an order-to 
bring my goods to the custom house. My| God spake again, when age had shed its snows 
deportment to the officers and others herein! Qr his wan temples, and the palsied hand ; 
was 4 wonder to them, and caused much dis- oi — gold-gathering. But the rigid chain 

; und him, and he still implor 
course and various rumours to be spread of! 4 more convenient season. 
the Quakers, and of me in particular.” 


“ See my step 
(To be continued.) Is firm and free—my unquenched eye delights 
— To view this pleasant world, and life with me 


For “The Friend." | May last for many years. In the calm hour 


Of lingering sickness, I can better fit 
SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS. For vast eternity.” 
Lesson [X. Disease approach’d 
For what purpose did our Saviour come to| And reason fled. The maniac strove with death, 
John? Mat. c. iii. v. 13. And grappled like a fiend, with shrieks and cries, 
What did John say tohim? Mat. c. iii. v. 14. San Seceneas eels bee oy scneian, ee: Se 


: Clos’d round his heart-strin The r cla 
What was our Saviour’s reply? Mat. c.! Lay vanquished and distorted. But the a 
iii. v. 15. 


The soul whose promis'd season never came 
Was the baptism of John by divine appoint-| To hearken to its Maker's call, had gone 
9 : To weigh its sufferance with its own abuse, 
ment? John c. i. v. 33. And bide the audit LHS 
Was it to continue? John c. iii. v. 30. Hartford, Feb. 1832. = 
Did our Saviour speak of another baptism ? — 


Acts. c. i. v. 5. 

Is not this last the baptism spoken of by the|ciation of Friends,” will be held on fifth day, 
Apostle Paul? Eph. c. iv. v. 5. the 14th inst. at half past seven in the even- 

What occurred immediately after our Sa-| ing, in the committee room, Arch street. 
viour had been baptised? Mat. c. iii. v. 16 
and 17. 

Had it been promised that the Holy Spirit] ance of members is desirable. 
should rest upon him? Is. c. xi. v. 2.—Is. c. Jonn Carter, Clerk. 
xiii. v. 1. Philadelphia, 3d mo. 9th, 1833. 


ciations to forward to them as early as prac- 
ticable, such replies as they may be able to 
give to the queries annexed to the circular 
issued in the sixth month last, together with 
any other information connected with their 
proceedings, or of the wants of their respec- 
tive districts. 

Joun Pav, 162 N. Fifth St. 

Isaac Cours, Filbert St. 

Tomas Evans, N. E. corner 

of Third and Spruce Sts. 
Philadelphia, 3d mo. 4th, 1833. 


We had intended to insert to-day a recent 
message of the governor of Massachusetts to 
the legislature of that state, on the subject of 
lotteries, wherein the evils of that abomina- 
ble system of gambling, and the expediency 
of legislative interposition, are forcibly de- 
picted and strenuously urged. Want of room, 
however, occasioned its postponement to the 
next number. A committee, which appears 
to have been appointed in consequence, have 
submitted to the legislature a report, accom- 
panied by a bill. ‘The report is represented 
as very elaborate, entering into the whole 
subject in detail ; and the bill provides heavy 
penalties by fine and imprisonment, for trad- 
ing or being concerned in lottery tickets 
and lotteries. It is fully expected, we under- 
stand, that the legislature of New York will 
pass into a law the bill to which we have be- 
fore alluded, abolishing the whole lottery 
system in that state, to take effect on the 
same day with the law of Pennsylvania on 
the same subject, to wit, the 31st of Decem- 
ber next. We likewise learn that a commit- 
tee of the legislature of Maryland have made 
a report favourable to the prohibition of lot- 
teries. In addition to all this cheering intel- 
ligence, we subjoin the following : 

Lorrerigs in Vircinta.—A report was lately made 
to the house of delegates, in Virginia, by the commit- 
tee of finance, declaring it inexpedient to pass a hill, 


The annual meeting of “ The Tract Asso-| which had been referred to them, for ‘the suppression 


of lotteries. Mr. Moore moved so to amend the re- 
port, as to declare it expedient to make provision, 
that all lottery privileges should cease after a certain 
day, to be subsequently fixed. On this question, the. 


As interesting business will claim the at-| yeas and nays were taken, and it was decided in the 
tention of the meeting, the general attend-|*firmative—yeas 97, nays 2. 


Wanted, a boy to learn the currier’s busi- 
ness ; also one to learn the tanning. 


